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Plug the Kill A Watt meter into the power strip, turn on the strip and set the meter to Watts.  EVERY TIME YOU TURN ON THE POWER STRIP, YOU’LL NEED TO RESET THE METER TO WATTS!





Plug the coffee maker into the Kill-a-Watt meter then turn it on.  Read the meter after about 15 seconds.





Shut off the coffee maker’s switch and read the meter again.  What happens to the Watts?  





Unplug the coffee maker and repeat steps 2 & 3 with the other devices at the station.   (Note:  You can’t “shut off” the phone.  Instead, leave the charging base plugged in and remove the phone from it.)





Which of these devices continue to use some electricity even when you’ve turned them “off”?  What other devices in your home may be using electricity when you think they’re “off”?  What might you be able to do about this to save energy?





When does an electrical device use electricity and when does it stop doing so?








Phantoms in the Home








Turn over to find out more! 
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People believe that when an appliance is plugged in but turned off it isn’t using energy.  They believe the same is true if they unplug the cell phone or iPod from the charger but leave the charger plugged into the outlet.  This is not true!  Many household appliances use small amounts of energy in “stand by mode” even when turned “off.” TVs, DVD’s, telephones, computers, printers, and a number of other gadgets constantly draw electrical energy as they “wait” to be used. This constant electrical use is referred to as “parasitic” or “phantom” load. Collectively this adds up.





Sometimes this phantom use of electricity cannot be avoided, other times it can be eliminated or reduced.  For example, plugging such devices into a power strip and shutting the strip off when the devices are not in use saves energy.  Also newer TVs have different energy mode options for when they’re powered down.  





How many phantoms are in your home?  Which ones can you do something about?





Please turn card back over when finished








